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FELICIA PITRE
DISTRICT CLERK
DALLAS CO.. TEXAS
Nia Searl DEPUTY

CALUSE NO. DC-25-09345

BRIAN MORROW. ET. AL. IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
Plaintiffs,
V. DALLAS COUNTY. TEXAS

RANDY SCHACKMANN. ET. AL.

S THLS HAy T A A STy TP ST

Defendants, 95T JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLAINTIFFS’ FIRST AMENDED PETITION FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Plaintiffs BRIAN MORROW. LISA SUTTER. NELLY SHANKLE. VENUS
BASARAN. NICOLE YARBROUGH. AMANDA NAUERT. AARON NAUERT. IRIS
MOORE. TIERNEY GONZALEZ. JACOB GONZALEZ. CANDACE VALENZUELA.
THOMAS MENDEZ. and KATHERINE E. HUGHEY (collectively. "Plaintiffs") file this First
Amended Petition. Plaintiffs seek injunctive relief against Defendants RANDY
SCHACKMANN. KIM BRADY. CASSANDRA HATFIELD. ILEANA GARZA-ROJAS. and
MARJORIE BARNES. who are sued in their official capacities as members of the Carrollton-
Farmers Branch Independent School District Board of Trustees ("the Board"). In support.
Plaintiffs would respectfully show the Court as follows: Plaintitfs would respectfully show the
Court as follows:

I.
DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN

l. Pursuant to Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 190.4. Plaintiffs intend to conduct

discovery under a Level 3 Discovery Control Plan.
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I1.
PARTIES

A. PLAINTIFFS

2. The following Plaintifts are individuals who reside and pay property taxes within

the boundaries of the Carrollton-Farmers Branch Independent School District ("CEBISD").

1. Brian Morrow
1020 Magnolia Dr. Carrollton. Texas 75007

19

Lisa Sutter
2304 Watermill Court Carrollton. Texas 753006

(US]

Nelly Shankle
1603 Woodcrest Lane Carrollton. Texas 75006

4. Venus Basaran
1800 Fernwood Circle Carrollton. Texas 75006

3. Nicole Yarbrough
2028 Lymington Road Carrollton. Texas 75007

6. Amanda Nauert
1111 Golden Gate Drive Carrollton. Texas 75007

7. Aaron Nauert
1111 Golden Gate Drive Carrollton. Texas 753007

8. Iris Moore
1420 Tierra Calle Carrollton. Texas 75006

9. Tierney Gonzalez
17919 Mary Margaret Street Dallas. Texas 73287

10. Jacob Gonzalez
17919 Mary Margaret Street Dallas. Texas 73287

11. Candace Valenzuela
39235 Saint Christopher Lane Dallas. Texas 75287

12. Thomas Mendez
2027 Verlaine Drive Carrollton. Texas 75007

._.
(US]

. Katherine E. Hughey
2311 Greenmeadow Drive Carrollton. Texas 75006
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B. DEFENDANTS

3. Defendant RANDY SCHACKMANN is an individual who resides in Dallas
County. Texas. At all relevant times. he served as a Trustee on the CEFBISD Board of Trustees.
He is sued in his official capacity. He may be served with process at his residence located at 1300
Osceola Trail. Carrollton. Texas 75006. or alternatively at 21035 North Josey Lane. Apartment
137. Carrollton. Texas. 75006.

4. Defendant NANCY KIMMEL BRADY is an individual who resides in Dallas
County. Texas. At all relevant times. she served as a Trustee on the CFBISD Board of Trustees.
She is sued in her official capacity. She may be served with process at her residence located at
2692 Waterford Way. Carrollton. Texas 75006.

3. Defendant CASSANDRA HATFIELD is an individual who resides in Dallas
County. Texas. At all relevant times. she served as a Trustee on the CFBISD Board of Trustees.
She is sued in her official capacity. She may be served with process at her residence located at
1405 North Trail Drive. Carrollton. Texas 73006.

0. Defendant ILEANA GARZA-ROJAS is an individual who resides in Dallas
County. Texas. At all relevant times. she served as a Trustee on the CFBISD Board of Trustees.
She is sued in her official capacity. She may be served with process at her residence located at
13212 Glenside Drive. Farmers Branch. Texas 73234,

7. Defendant MARJORIE BARNES is an individual who resides in Dallas
County. Texas. At all relevant times. she served as a Trustee on the CFBISD Board of Trustees.
She is sued in her official capacity. She may be served with process at her residence located at

14340 Tanglewood Drive. Farmers Branch. Texas 75234,
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I11.
JURISDICTION & VENLE

8. Jurisdiction. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this cause. The Texas
Constitution grants district courts jurisdiction over all actions except where jurisdiction is
exclusively conferred on another court. TEX. CONST. art. V. § 8. Furthermore. the Texas Open
Meetings Act specifically authorizes a district court to grant injunctive relief to remedy a
violation of the Act. Tex. Gov't Code § 351.142.

9. Venue. Venue is proper in Dallas County. Texas. because the Carrollton-Farmers
Branch Independent School District's principal office is located in Dallas County. and all or a
substantial part of the events giving rise to this claim occurred in Dallas County. Tex. Civ. Prac.
& Rem. Code & 15.0153.

IV.
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A. The Board Abandons a Public Process for a Secretive Plan

10. In 2023. the Carrollton-Farmers Branch Independent School District ("CFBISD")
Board of Trustees ("the Board") sought public support for a S716.4 million bond. To build
community trust. the District created a "Citizen's Committee” of 60 community members who
met for six months to develop a long-range facilities plan. Their public recommendations formed
the basis of the bond measure. which voters approved in May 2023,

1. However. just four months later. the Board and the District administration began a
svstematic process to abandon the Citizen's Committee's public recommendations. In September
2023. they hired new consultants. Woolpert and Population and Survey Analysts (PASA). to

develop an alternative plan. This new direction. which would ultimately become a controversial
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"Campus Consolidation Plan" to close four schools. was developed largely outside of public

view through a pattern of conduct that violated the Texas Open Meetings Act ("TOMA").

B. The Board's Violations of the Texas Open Meetings Act
12. The Board violated TOMA in two distinct ways: by providing inadequate and
misleading public notice for its meetings and by conducting secret deliberations through a

series of meetings designed to circumvent the law (a "walking quorum").

. Inadequate and Misleading Public Notice

13. For over a vear. as the Board moved toward shuttering four schools. it provided
legally insufticient notice to the public. Instead of clearly stating the significant subject matter.
the Board posted agendas with vague. generic descriptions such as "Presentation and Discussion
for Facilities Master Plan."” "Master Facilities Plan Update with Education Specifications.” and
"Facilities Master Plan Update.”

14. These descriptions failed to inform the public that the Board was actively
deliberating a plan to close specific schools. a matter of immense public importance. This pattern
of vague notices effectively hid the Board's true agenda. discouraging public attendance and
scrutiny.

15, The Board's capacity to provide proper notice is undisputed. For its March 6.
2025, meeting—where the final vote was scheduled—the agenda explicitly stated the purpose
was to "Consider Approve Proposed Consolidation of Central Elementary. Furneaux Elementary.
McCoy Elementary. and Long Middle School..." As a direct result of this clear notice. public
attendance was so massive that citizens. including a Carrollton City Council member. were

denied entry due to the building reaching maximum capacity. This starkly contrasts with the
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empty chambers during the preceding months when the plan was developed under the guise of

generic agenda items.

2. Secret Deliberations and Illegal '""Walking Quorums"

16. The Board and District administration also engaged in a series of private meetings
intentionally structured to constitute a quorum deliberating outside of the public view. in clear

violation of TOMA.

a) February 2024 Meetings with Woolpert: District administration coordinated a
series of separate video-conference calls on February 5, 7, and 8, 2024, between
small groups of trustees and the Woolpert consultants. The meeting invitations
confirm the subject was the "Board of Education FMP Overview." During a
subsequent public meeting on February 135. 2024. a consultant from Woolpert
inadvertently referred to these private meetings. stating. "...I know we had talked
about that last week in our conversations..." This public slip confirmed that a
walking quorum of the Board had secretly deliberated on the plan before anyv public
presentation.

b) January 2025 Meetings with PASA: The administration repeated this strategy to
discuss attendance rezoning. Emails from District staff reveal an explicit intent to
circumvent TOMA. A January 8. 2025. email states the need to "visit with the
remainder of the board in 2x2 sessions." A subsequent email on January 22, 20235.
from a Deputy Superintendent instructs the Board secretary to ensure a trustee's
attendance at a specific meeting will "not create a quorum."” These "2x2 meetings"
with the rezoning consultants (PASA) occurred on January 24 and 27, 2025. but the

results were never presented in a public meeting before the final plan was unveiled.
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C. The Final Vote
17. This pattern of inadequate notice and secret deliberations culminated in the March
6. 2025. Board meeting. After listening to an hour of overwhelming public opposition. the Board
members—some reading from prepared speeches—voted 6-1 to approve the Campus
Consolidation Plan. The plan they approved had been crafted and deliberated largely in private.
depriving the citizens of CFBISD of their right to observe how and why the decision to close
their neighborhood schools was reached.

V.
CALSE OFACTION: VIOLATIONS OF THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGSACT

18. Incorporation. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference all preceding paragraphs as if
fully set forth herein.

19. TOMA Requirements. The Texas Open Meetings Act ("TOMA™) mandates that
meetings of a governmental body. including a school district board of trustees. be open to the
public after proper notice. Tex. Gov't Code § 351.002. This notice must provide the date. hour.
place. and subject of the meeting. Tex. Gov't Code § 351.041. For subjects of special public
importance. the notice must be full and adequate so that a reader can understand the topic. Cox
Enter:, Inc. v. Bd. of Trs. of Austin Indep. Sch. Dist., 706 S.11.2d 956, 938 (Tex. 1956). Texas law
demands exact and literal compliance with TOMA. Any action taken in violation of TOMA is
voidable. Tex. Gov't Code § 351.141. A governmental body violates TOMA when a quorum of
its members. with knowledge that a quorum is involved. engage in a series of communications
outside of an open meeting to deliberate on public business. Tex. Gov't Code § 351.143.

20. Defendants' Violations of TOMA. Defendants have engaged in intentional and

systematic violations of TOMA. These violations include. but are not limited to:
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a) Unlawful Deliberations: Improperly convening in a series of meetings between
February 3-8. 2024, and January 24-27. 2025, which constituted a quorum
deliberating outside of a properly noticed open meeting. (Exhibits A.1-A.3. B.1-
B.0). Defendants had knowledge that these discussions involved a quorum to
deliberate on official business. as evidenced by the meeting invitations.

b) Inadequate Public Notice: Failing to provide full. adequate. and meaningful
notice for meetings where matters of special public importance were discussed.
including deliberations on capacity studies. attendance zone revisions. and the
Campus Consolidation Plan. (Exhibits C.1-C.12).

21. Standing to Seek Relief. An "interested person” may bring an action for an
injunction to stop or reverse a TOMA violation. Tex. Gov't Code § 351.142(a). Plaintiffs are
parents. grandparents. and residents of CFBISD who share the public’s interest in ensuring the
Board of Trustees complies with TOMA. The Board's actions and the resulting Campus
Consolidation Plan directly and irreparably harm Plaintiffs by shuttering their neighborhood
schools. disrupting their children's educational environments. diminishing their community
connections. and negatively impacting their property values.

22, Request for Injunctive Relief. Pursuant to Texas Government Code § 351.142.
Plaintiffs are entitled to a permanent injunction to restrain Defendants from continuing to
violate TOMA. Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court reverse any decisions and actions
resulting from deliberations that violated TOMA and issue appropriate injunctive orders to
prevent future violations.

VI.
CONDITIONS PRECEDENT

23. All conditions precedent have been performed or have occurred.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ hereby certify that on September 135. 2025, a true and correct copy of the foregoing
document was transmitted to all parties and counsel of record in this case vie email and or the

Court’s electronic case filing service system.

-s' Brian T. Morrow
Brian T. Morrow
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Carroliton-Farmers Branch ISD. Do not click links or open attachments

unless you recognize the sender’s email address and know the content is safe.
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Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

Brian Morrow on behalf of Brian Morrow
Bar No. 24110136
b.thomas.morrow@gmail.com

Envelope ID: 105615910

Filing Code Description: Amended Petition
Filing Description: FIRST

Status as of 9/16/2025 8:37 AM CST

Case Contacts

Name BarNumber | Email TimestampSubmitted | Status
Craig Wood cwood@wabsa.com 9/15/2025 9:14:33 PM | SENT
Meredith Walker mwalker@wabsa.com | 9/15/2025 9:14:33 PM | SENT
Jerome Patterson jpatterson@wabsa.com | 9/15/2025 9:14:33 PM | SENT
Anjela Young ayoung@wabsa.com 9/15/2025 9:14:33 PM | SENT
Bethany Walters bwalters@wabsa.com | 9/15/2025 9:14:33 PM | SENT




